Historic Corolla Village
Nestled away next to Historic Corolla Park, you’ll find
a place unlike any other. Historic Corolla Village is a
pedestrian experience with many significant landmarks
reflecting a simpler time, all within walking distance
of one another, including a rare collection of restored
working boats of the Currituck Sound. Connect with the
original and current inhabitants, walk down the narrow
roads and experience the unique food and shopping the
village has to offer. All the shop owners will readily share
their unique stories, and their products will give you a
sense of place and community.

Historic Corolla Park

can be accessed at Club Road on the west side of
Rt. 12 North, Corolla, NC 27927

Historic Corolla Village

can be accessed at Corolla Village Road or Schoolhouse Lane
on the west side of Rt. 12 North, Corolla, NC 27927

Corolla Chapel
The Corolla chapel was built in 1885 and
served the Community until 1958. It was
not used again until a new congregation
was established in 1987, and in 2002, a
large addition was built to accommodate
the growing attendance. Many visitors
stop by to see the pelican altar window
and hear its story. A popular wedding
site, Corolla Chapel is the only year round Church in
Corolla (Interdenominational) with a service every
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. with the addition of an 8:30 a.m.
service during the season.

Lifesaving Station
Constructed in 1878, the
U.S. Lifesaving Station was
moved from its original
site in Kill Devil Hills to its
current location in Corolla.
It now houses the sales office
of Twiddy & Co. Realtors.

Corolla Schoolhouse
Corolla’s two-room schoolhouse,
built in the late 1800s to serve the
children of lighthouse keepers
and surfmen, reopened in 2012
as the first charter school on the
Outer Banks. It currently serves
38 children in grades K-8.
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Historic Corolla Park
With its wide open green spaces and scenic views, Historic
Corolla Park is the heart of Corolla, in Northeastern
North Carolina. It’s a great place to take in a seasonal
event or simply take a walk, and it is home to three
unique landmarks — The Currituck Beach Lighthouse,
Whalehead in Historic Corolla and the Outer Banks
Center for Wildlife Education. Outdoor activities such
as fishing, crabbing and kayaking the Currituck Sound
are welcomed, as are bicycles, kites and leashed pets.

Whalehead
Whalehead in Historic
Corolla is a 1920s era Art
Nouveau architectural
masterpiece and the
centerpiece of what has
now come to be called
Historic Corolla Park.
Whalehead’s intriguing
past is steeped in the
1920s lifestyle of its patriarch and matriarch, Edward
Collings Knight Jr., and his wife, Marie Louise Lebel
Bonat Knight. Mr. Knight was a millionaire who inherited
his money from his father. He and his wife shared a
passion for waterfowl hunting so they had the majestic
21,000-square-foot “mansion by the sea” constructed as a
winter hunting retreat. Tours and exhibits are offered daily.

The Outer Banks Center
for Wildlife Education
The Outer Banks Center for Wildlife Education has
models of hunting and fishing boats, a duck blind, decoy
collection, an auditorium where you can see the film Life
by Water’s Rythms, and what many visitors especially like
— what’s waiting outside. The Center sits between the
ocean and the Currituck Sound, water that put Currituck
on the map for waterfowl
hunting from the turn of
the 20th century to the
present. Offering a wellrounded bounty of both
wildlife and history, visit
for free and enjoy crabbing
off the dock, learning how
to fish or simply explore
our maritime history.

Currituck Beach Lighthouse
This red-brick lighthouse towers above the northern
Outer Banks landscape of Historic Corolla Park. Visitors
can climb the winding staircase, 220 steps in all, to
the top of the lighthouse. Once there, enjoy panoramic
views of the Currituck Sound, the Atlantic Ocean and the
Currituck Outer Banks. On the way up – or down – are
exhibits explaining the history of coastal lighthouses,
the Fresnel lens, shipwrecks and the lighthouse keepers.

The Currituck Beach Lighthouse is known as a first
order lighthouse, meaning it has the largest of seven
types of Fresnel lens sizes. With a 20-second flash cycle
(on for 3 seconds, off for 17 seconds), the light can be seen
for 18 nautical miles. The distinctive sequence enables
the lighthouse not only to warn mariners but also to help
identify their locations. Like the other lighthouses on
North Carolina’s Outer Banks, this one still serves as an
aid to navigation. The beacon comes on automatically
every evening at dusk and ceases at dawn. To distinguish
the Currituck Beach Lighthouse from other regional
lighthouses, its exterior was left unpainted and gives
today’s visitor a sense of the multitude of bricks used to
form the structure.

