Spring / Summer 2018
Creswell, NC 27298

Somerset News
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ABOUND
Craftsmen installed new roofs on the reconstructed Judy
and Lewis home and on the men’s and women’s restrooms
in August! The red cedar shingles brighten up the site just
in time for fall and add a fresh aroma to every visit. Special
thanks to NC Historic Sites’ Facilities and Craft Services for
all their hard work and speed!
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

ANNOUNCING OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
We post weekly videos from various locations that explore
aspects of plantation life for everyone, enslaved and free.
This includes topics that we do not have time to cover on
our guided tours, like artifacts, lost buildings, and additional personal stories of the people who lived and worked here.
Search for “Somerset Place State Historic Site” on YouTube
and be sure to subscribe to stay updated!

• Somerset Crafts and
Crops Day is October
20th from 10:00-3:00
• The 29th Annual
Christmas Open
House is December
2nd from 1:00-4:00
• Visit our website for
more event information!

NEW STAFF MEMBER
We are excited to welcome
our new Historical Interpreter, Noah Janis, to Somerset Place!
Noah started on April 2nd
and is already a wonderful
addition to our team.

Chapel Hill. Before coming
here, he served as a volunteer interpreter at both
Fort Fisher and Bennett
Place State Historic Sites.
Please join us in welcoming
Noah to Somerset Place!

He has a Bachelor of Arts
in History from the University of North Carolina at

“We streamed Nelson’s presentation on our YouTube channel, which you
can watch today!”

NEW PLANTINGS
IN THE GARDEN
This summer, Christa
and Noah refreshed the
historic garden behind
Judy and Lewis’ house.
Each enslaved home
had a plot for families to
supplement their diets
with fresh vegetables.
The garden today contains gourds, sweet potatoes, squash, and banana and cayenne peppers donated by Big M
Hardware 0f Creswell.

“DAYS GONE BY” A SUCCESS
We held our 8th annual “Days Gone
By” event on June 9th with hundreds of
visitors in attendance.
Among the living historians was Nelson Edmondson from Island Farm. As
a blacksmith, he crafted iron tools with
a portable forge. We streamed Nelson’s presentation on our YouTube channel,
which you can watch today!
Bob Bemis and Bill Barber presented leatherworking and shingle-making demonstrations,
while our hospital hosted two medical presentations. The 7th NC State Troops also depicted camp life for Union and Confederate soldiers in the Civil War.
Performers included Bob Waters, who showcased 19th-century instruments, and Beverly Fields Burnett
of the North Carolina Association of Black Storytellers.
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Visitors also participated in hands-on activities, games, and
costumed guided tours.

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA
Somerset Place State
Historic Site is on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, & YouTube!

ROAD TO FAUNSDALE:
THE 1843 INHERITANCE DIVISION (PART I)
For the first 33 years, what became known as Somerset
Place existed as a swath of swamp, forest, and fields. The
death of Josiah Collins I in 1819 would transform not only
the land but also the people who lived and worked on it.
His landholdings on Lake Phelps were divided among the
seven children of his eldest son, Josiah II, who would administer their property until his death.

Josiah II dramatically expanded operations at Somerset by
increasing the enslaved population from 117 in 1819 to 229
in 1830. Some of those persons were sent from Collins’
properties in Chowan County while others were purchased
from estate sales. This influx of people led to the formation
of new family units and kinship networks.
The population boom increased the need for more housing,
so enslaved carpenters constructed a row of single-room
houses along the lake that each measured 18’ x 18’. One
multigenerational family lived in each house, averaging 9
people per cabin. There were up to 15 people in one home.
With more enslaved laborers, Josiah II ordered the digging
of new canals and ditches to drain additional land.
It was into this environment that his newly married son Josiah III moved in 1830. He and his wife Mary Riggs still did
not have clear title to property on the lake. Instead, he convinced his father to deed him Somerset Place proper in
1835, which included all the cultivated land (see map).
Continued on page 5

We post updates
about the site, event
information,
pictures, videos, historical pieces, and more
on
all
platforms
throughout the week.
Christa and Noah
oversee our social
media
accounts,
working
hard
to
bring you professional
and
thoughtprovoking posts.
Don’t forget to tag us
in your pictures and
posts about the site!
Facebook:
@SomersetPlaceHist
oricSite
Instagram:
@SomersetPlaceSHS

Twitter:
@SomersetPlaceHS
YouTube:
@Somerset
Place
State Historic Site
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CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS!
Somerset Place is
currently looking for
energetic individuals
who have a passion
for history to assist
us with all aspects of
site operations.

Whether you enjoy
gardening,
giving
tours
of
historic
structures, assisting
children with craft
projects, or participating in special
events, we have a
place for you on our
volunteer team!
Special thank you to
the Somerset Garden
Club for beautifying
the grounds and the
formal garden! They
are always looking
for more volunteers.
Contact
Assistant
Site Manager Kathleen Gleditsch at
(252) 797-4560 or
Kathleen.Gleditsch@
ncdcr.gov for more
information
about
volunteering!
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TOUR HONORED WOMEN OF SOMERSET
To commemorate Women’s
History Month in March, we
offered a special tour that
compared and contrasted the
lives of enslaved and free
black women, free white
women, and members of the
Collins family.
The tour focused on individual stories and the different
forms of labor performed by
women on the plantation.
Look for future programming
about women’s history in
2019!

Kathy kicking off the first
Women of Somerset tour!

EASTER BUNNY COMES TO SOMERSET
Families descended on Somerset Place over Easter weekend
to kick off spring with our
Easter Eggs-Stravaganza!
Staff filled the historic garden
with hundreds of brightly colored eggs for two different
hunts. Children of all ages
searched high and low to fill
their baskets.
The Easter Bunny also made
an appearance, welcoming guests and taking photos.

350TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALBEMARLE
To celebrate this event, we hosted a
special boat tour on Mother’s Day as
it visited regional sites. Attendees
enjoyed a guided tour and a staffprepared meal of Hoppin’ John,
black-eyed peas, and gingerbread.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Josiah II passed away without a will on February 10, 1839. He left behind eight
children, including one who was born after the death of Josiah I.
Dividing up the inheritance and sorting through debts would take time. As the eldest son, Josiah III administered his father’s estate.
His grandfather had stipulated that Josiah III and his six siblings born before 1819
would receive plots of land along Lake Phelps. Most of the land remained uncultivated except for that belonging to Josiah III. The exact acreage went unrecorded.
The Collins family also owned 483 enslaved persons spread across properties along
the lake and in Chowan County. It was up to county commissioners to assign a value to each of those persons and divide them up equally. This process would forever
transform the lives of hundreds of people without their consent.

“The death of Josiah Collins I in 1819 would transform not only the land
but also the people who lived and worked on it.”

SOMERSET PLACE INTERPRETIVE WAYSIDE SIGNAGE
Today it takes a public-private partnership between the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
and private donors to maintain quality
educational interpretation visitors have
come to expect from
Somerset Place.
Somerset’s goal is to
have the ability to purchase adequate signage
to interpret the site
buildings with funds collected through this fundraising initiative.
Our current wayside panels are severely
deteriorated and require immediate replacement. Therefore, we are seeking
your assistance in the form of financial
support.
The estimated cost for wayside signage

ranges from $100 to $850 each and includes aluminum pedestal exhibit bases.
Somerset Place has an immediate need
for sixteen wayside interpretive panels.
With contributions of $500.00 or more,
your name/family name, organization, or business may
be displayed with your customized logo near the base of
the wayside panel of your
choice. The directional signage is excluded from the logo
placement due to its smaller size.
Your contribution is highly appreciated
and will provide an opportunity for you
to support Somerset Place, the community, and the visiting public. Please contact the site if you are interested in making a contribution.
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SOMERSET PLACE
FOUNDATION, INC.

FACES OF SOMERSET: RANSOM BENNETT, SR.
Ransom Bennett Sr. (18421916) was born enslaved at
Somerset to Washington
and Jenny Harvey Bennett.

Organized in 1988, the
nonprofit
Somerset
Place Foundation, Inc.,
generously
supports
diverse educational and
programmatic needs of
Somerset Place State
Historic Site. These
events foster increased
knowledge and awareness of a unique 19thcentury plantation and
help preserve it for future generations of
Americans.

After emancipation, he became the first constable of
Creswell in 1874. He also
operated a store in town,
farmed 15 acres of land, and
worked in construction to
supplement his income.
Among Somerset’s newly
freed black community, Ransom achieved a remarkable
degree of prosperity.

JOIN THE SOMERSET PLACE FOUNDATION
___Student…………………………………………………………..$10.00

___Individual………………………………………………………$20.00
___Family……………………………………………………………$30.00
___Donor…………………………………………………………….$50.00
___Patron………………………………………………………….$100.00

SOMERSET PLACE
STATE HISTORIC SITE
2572 Lake Shore Road
Creswell, NC 27928
(252) 797-4560
somerset@ncdcr.gov

___Life Membership………………………………………..$1,000.00
Name:
Address:
Email:
Make checks payable to:
Somerset Place Foundation, Inc.
2572 Lake Shore Road

Creswell, NC 27928

www.nchistoricsites.org
/somerset

Credit Card:____MC____VISA
#____________________________
Expiration Date___ / ____
Signature:

